
Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or procedures to 
participate in a City program, service, or activity, should contact the Community Development Department at (319) 286-5041 or 
email cd-plan@cedar-rapids.org  as soon as possible, but no later than 48 hours before the event. 

City of Cedar Rapids 
Historic Preservation Commission 

 
Community Development & Planning Department, City Hall, 101 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52401, 319-286-5041

MEETING NOTICE  
The City of Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission will hold an 

in-person meeting at: 
4:30 P.M. 

Thursday, September 8, 2022 
City Services Center – Five Seasons Conference Room 

500 15th Avenue SW 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 

Or, to participate virtually, a link can be requested by 
emailing hpreview@cedar-rapids.org 

Call Meeting to Order - Roll Call 

1. Public Comment
Each member of the public is welcome to speak and we ask that you keep your comments to five
(5) minutes or less.  If the proceedings become lengthy, the Chair may ask that comments be
focused on any new facts or evidence not already presented.

2. Approve Meeting Minutes – August 25th

3. Presentation

a) Commission Training

4. Action Items
a) Bever Woods National Historic District Nomination 

Review
b) Demolition

i. 1852 Ellis Boulevard NW – house
ii. 114 27th Street Drive SE – house

5. Future Agenda Items

6. Announcements

7. Adjournment

mailto:cd-plan@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:hpreview@cedar-rapids.org


City of Cedar Rapids 

101 First Street SE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone: (319) 286-5041 

MINUTES  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING, 

Thursday, August 25, 2022 @ 4:30 p.m. 

Five Seasons Conference Room, City Services Center 

500 15th Avenue SW  

Members Present: Diana Pagan – Chair 

Gerard Estella – Vice Chair (Virtual)  

Jacob Cournoyer 

Kim Schmidt  

Charles Blades 

Ryan Russell (Virtual) 

Members Absent:  Jeffrey Meyers, Sandra Smith, Caitlin Hartman 

City Staff: Adam Lindenlaub, Community Development Planner 

Jeff Wozencraft, Community Development Planner 

Call Meeting to Order 

• Diana Pagan called the meeting to order at 4:33pm

• Six Commissioners were present

• Three members of the public were present

1. Public Comment

2. Approve Meeting Minutes – August 11th

a) Schmidt made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the August 11th

meeting. Seconded by Russell. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Presentation

a) Historic Preservation Design Guidelines & Chapter 18 Kickoff

4. Action Items

a) Certificate of Appropriateness

i. 1717 Blake Boulevard SE – deck

o Schmidt made a motion to approve the use of TREX composite

material because the deck is not visible from the street. Seconded by

Estella. The motion passed unanimously.

5. Future Agenda Items

- Bever Woods District National Register Nomination Review

6. Announcements



7. Adjournment

Schmidt made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Cournoyer. Motion passed unanimously. The

meeting adjourned at 6:07pm.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jeff Wozencraft, Planner 

Community Development 

*The time in parentheses denotes the approximate minute that the item takes place in the recording



Community Development and Planning Department 

City Hall 

101 First Street SE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone:  (319) 286-5041 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Historic Preservation Commission Members 

Jeff Wozencraft, Community Development Planner 

Bever Woods District Nomination to the National Register
September 8, 2022 

Applicant Name(s): City of Cedar Rapids 

Description of Project: As a part of two Certified Local Government grants, the City of Cedar 

Rapids commissioned a consultant to conduct an intensive survey and, subsequently, complete a 

nomination of the Bever Woods area to the National Register as a district. The intensive survey 

was completed in 2020 and found the Bever Woods to be eligible under Criterions A and C of the 

NPS standards.  

For the process of nominating properties to the National Register, the Historic Preservation 

Commission must approve the nomination prior to being reviewed at the State Nominations 

Review Committee on October 14th.  

Information from Nomination on Proposed District:  

The Bever Woods Historic District is a residential neighborhood of Cedar Rapids that was 

established in 1917. The neighborhood contains eight blocks with one hundred twenty-eight 

(128) single-family residence properties. The setting of Bever Woods lies among other

residential neighborhoods and a public park that still remain as such. The streets of the

neighborhood were designed in a curved manner, following the natural slope of the land and

giving Bever Woods a distinctive character in Cedar Rapids. The vast majority of the houses,

one hundred nineteen (119) of them, contribute to the district. Many houses also have detached

garages constructed within the period of significance that are contributing, and a few large

houses have accessory dwellings that are contributing as well, bringing the total count to one

hundred eighty-one (181) contributing buildings. The streetscape collectively is a contributing

structure, for a total of one hundred and eighty-two (182) contributing elements. Forty-six (46)

buildings are noncontributing. Of these, only nine (9) are houses, and the remaining thirty-seven

(37) noncontributing buildings are garages that postdate the period of significance or have lost

integrity. The contributing houses of the district represent exceptional design examples of

Craftsman, Colonial Revival, and other revival styles popular from the 1920s to the 1950s. Most

of the houses are wood frame construction, but some are all brick construction; most of the

houses retain the original materials. In general, the houses are in good condition and are well-

kept by their owners. The houses maintain a high level of integrity of design, materials, and

craftmanship, keeping with the time in which they were built. The specific period of significance

for the Bever Woods Historic District is from 1912 to 1957, based on the construction dates of



the houses. Collectively, the buildings portray the feeling and association of an early- to mid-

twentieth-century residential neighborhood in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

 

The Bever Woods Historic District is significant under Criterion A in the area of Community 

Planning and Development, and under Criterion C in the area of Architecture. The period of 

significance for the Bever Woods Historic District is from 1912 to 1957. This period represents 

the time during which the neighborhood was improved, the houses within the district were built, 

and all lots were occupied by residential dwellings. A single house in the district was built in 

2021, replacing a previous storm-damaged house on that lot. 

 

Under Criterion A, Bever Woods represents a cohesive neighborhood designed and platted on 

the outskirts of Cedar Rapids. The entire district is on land that originally belonged to Sampson 

Bever and his family. Through donations and sales of platted lots, the land developed into a 

neighborhood on the outskirts of Cedar Rapids. However, as the city grew, the neighborhood 

development increasingly brought the area into Cedar Rapids’ urban fold. With an intentional 

use of curvilinear streets, open spaces, and mature native trees, Bever Woods exhibits a unique 

design when compared to other neighborhoods platted in and around Cedar Rapids. This design 

choice also allowed for homes of varying sizes on lots within Bever Woods, meaning that some 

of the wealthiest residents of the city lived in the same district as many middle-class 

homeowners. Walkability to Bever Park and local houses of worship also contributed to growth 

in Bever Woods. 

 

Under Criterion C, Bever Woods is significant for its intentionally designed curvilinear street 

plan. The neighborhood was designed by Ossian Cole Simonds and features winding streets that 

create varied lot sizes and a picturesque neighborhood aesthetic. In addition, it features high-

style residential architecture representing the most popular trends of the early twentieth century, 

such as Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Italian Renaissance, Neoclassical Revival, and Tudor 

Revival, Ranch, and Minimal Traditional. The neighborhood features many houses designed by 

prominent local architects and contractors, as well as houses based on designs from catalogs 

popular for homebuyers at the time. The cross section of styles and design methods tells a 

complete and cohesive story of residential architecture in Cedar Rapids in the twentieth century. 

 

 

Full Nomination form can be found here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cms8.revize.com/revize/cedarrapids/Bever%20Woods%20NRHP%20nomination.pdf


Map of the Bever Woods Area 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Photos of Homes in the Bever Woods Area 

 
 

24/09/2019, 10:45:18 1:2,400 

Block 2 

Block 3 
Block 4 

Block 6 
Block 7 



 
 

 



 
 

 

Staff Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approving the nomination of the Bever Woods area to the National Register as 

a district.    



 

 

KIM REYNOLDS, GOVERNOR 
ADAM GREGG, LT. GOVERNOR  

CHRIS KRAMER, DIRECTOR  
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RAugust 12, 2022 
 
Adam Lindenlaub, Jeff Wozencraft 

Cedar Rapids Historic Preservation Commission 
a.lindenlaub@cedar-rapids.org, j.wozencraft@cedar-rapids.org 

Via Email 

 

RE:  Bever Woods Historic District 

 Grande Avenue SE, 21st Street SE, Bever Avenue SE 

 Cedar Rapids, IA 
 https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Hr8U3mWDZ0XPRNptoHa5YksKKMt0Q3_a?usp=sharing 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

The State Nominations Review Committee (SNRC) plans to consider the property referenced above for 

nomination to the National Register of Historic Places during their October 14, 2022 Zoom meeting. To view or 

download the associated nomination and photographs, click on the link listed above. 

 

As a participant in the Certified Local Government Program, the Historic Preservation Commission is required 

to review and comment on proposed National Register nominations of properties within its jurisdiction. The 

State is required to provide you with a 60-day period for the review, unless we mutually agree to expedite the 

process. I am contacting you to ask that you initiate the review process for the Historic Preservation 

Commission. As an attachment to this notification email is a copy of the review form.  

 

The review process will require the following: 

 

♦ The Historic Preservation Commission should review the nomination during one of their meetings.  In 

advance of the meeting, please send a formal invitation to your chief local elected official (the mayor or 

chair of the Board of Supervisors) with a copy of the nomination. You also need to send a formal invitation 

to the property owner/owners. If they are not familiar with the National Register of Historic Places, 

information about listing and the benefits of nomination is available at http://www.nps.gov/nr/ (see 

especially the Frequently Asked Questions and Owners sections): You also need to make available copies of 

the nomination for public review before the meeting. For example, leave a review copy at the courthouse 

and public library. Please indicate in your public meeting announcement that a review copy of the 

nomination is available and where the review copies can be found.  

 

♦ The question for the Historic Preservation Commission to answer when reviewing the nomination is 

whether the nominated property meets the National Register of Historic Places criteria for significance and 

integrity (see Bulletin 15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation). If the Commission 

feels that the property and the nomination meets the criteria, the Commission should check the box 

recommending that the property be listed. If the Commission feels that the property does not meet the 

criteria, then check the box recommending that the property not be listed. Your chief local elected official 

should use the same approach when reviewing the nomination.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Hr8U3mWDZ0XPRNptoHa5YksKKMt0Q3_a?usp=sharing
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♦ You might want to invite the individual who prepared the nomination to attend the public meeting and 

present the nomination. Please keep a record of the meeting (copy of the public notice, agenda, minutes, list 

of attendees). At the conclusion of the meeting, the Commission should make a motion regarding their 

recommendation. The Chairman of the Commission will complete Item #1, the Commission’s portion of the 

review form. Be sure to fill in the date of the public meeting, sign the signature line and record any 

comments made by commission members during the meeting. If your chief local elected official attended 

the public meeting, inquire if he/she is prepared to sign the review form. 

 

♦ In the event that your chief local elected official was unable to attend the meeting, the Commission 

Chairman should forward the review form to him/her for review and comment. Have your chief local 

elected official sign the form and return it to the Historic Preservation Commission. 

 

♦ Item #3 on the Review form asks for the review and signature of a preservation professional. If your 

commission does not have a professionally qualified historian or architectural historian who can complete 

this part of the form, you may leave Item #3 blank and I will arrange to have a SHPO staff member 

complete that part of the form. 

 

♦ After you have completed Items #1 through #2 (through #3 if a preservation professional is available), 

please make a copy of the completed review forms for your file and send the original copies of the 

completed forms to me. 

 

♦ The Commission should keep the nomination and photographs. File them in your inventory, as you will 

need the information for future reference. 

 

If the Historic Preservation Commission and your chief local elected official disagree with one another on the 

property’s National Register eligibility, both views will be presented to the SNRC for their consideration during 

review of the nomination. If both the Historic Preservation Commission (by Commission majority) and the 

Mayor do not consider the property eligible for National Register listing, we must halt the nomination. Be 

advised that when a nomination is halted, the property owner, the person who prepared the nomination or any 

interested party may appeal the decision. In addition, the nomination will still go forward to the National Park 

Service for an official "Determination of Eligibility." 

 

Please contact Allison Archambo at allison.archambo@iowa.gov with any questions or concerns regarding the 

CLG program or the process for this review. You can find the answers to frequently asked questions on our 

website, such as the meaning of being listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the National Register 

process https://iowaculture.gov/history/preservation/national-register-historic-places.  

 

Questions regarding the nomination and digital copies of completed CLG review forms should be directed to 

nationalregister@iowa.gov.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
National Register of Historic Places 

State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa 

nationalregister@iowa.gov | 515.281.5111 | iowaculture.gov  

 

mailto:allison.archambo@iowa.gov
https://iowaculture.gov/history/preservation/national-register-historic-places
mailto:nationalregister@iowa.gov
mailto:laura.sadowsky@iowa.gov
http://www.culturalaffairs.org/


CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT  

NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 

EVALUATION REPORT FORM 

 
 

As a participant in the Certified Local Government Program (CLG), the Historic Preservation Commission is required to review and 

comment on proposed National Register nominations of properties within its jurisdiction.  The State is required to provide the CLG 

with a 60-day period for the review prior to a State Nominations Review Committee (SNRC) meeting.  This form must be received by 

the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) five days in advance of the State Nomination Review Committee (SNRC) meeting. 

 

(Please print clearly) 

Historic Property Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Certified Local Government Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of public meeting for nomination review:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Applicable Criteria: (Please Check the Appropriate Box)  
 

 Criterion A (Historical Events) 

 Criterion B (Important Person)  

 

 Criterion C (Architecture)  

 Criterion D (Archaeological)

Please check the following box that is appropriate to the nomination (Please print clearly). 
 

 The Commission recommends that the property should be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 The Commission recommends that the property should not be listed in the National Register for the following 

reasons:  __________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 The Commission chooses not to make a recommendation on this nomination for the following reasons:  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The Commission would like to make the following recommendations regarding the nomination: (use additional 

sheets if necessary) :  ____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Official Signatures Required Below 
  

 

Historic Review Board Chair or Representative  
Print Name: ________________________________________________ Approved  Not Approved 

 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 

 

Chief Elected Official 
Print Name: _______________________________________________ Approved  Not Approved 

 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 

 

Professional Evaluation 
Print Name: ________________________________________________ Approved  Not Approved 

 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 



1 

 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Item Cover Sheet 
 

Meeting Date: September 8, 2022 

 

Property Location:  114 27th Street Drive SE 

Property Owner/Representative:  Hawkeye Dental Rental Inc 

Demolition Contact: Schrader Excavating and Grading Company 

Year Built: 1923 

Description of Agenda Item:    Demolition Application    COA    Other 

 

Background and Previous HPC Action: The City Assessor considers the garage to be in Below 
Normal condition.  
 
 

City Assessor Information on the parcel:  
https://cedarrapids.iowaassessors.com/parcel.php?parcel=141422900900000 

  

Historic Eligibility Status:   Eligible   Not Eligible   Unknown   N/A   

Explanation (if necessary):  
The property was included in the 2013 Phase I Architectural Survey for 1st Avenue East 
Pavement Rehabilitation and is noted as not eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  Although this was a windshield survey, the property was one of six subjected to 
an intensive level survey.  The results of that survey are below. 
 
“The Nelson House does not meet National Register Criteria as it does not demonstrate 
architectural distinction, important historical associations, or significant characteristics of design 
or construction.  The house is a common example of its type that lacks distinction.  Background 
research has found no evidence that this house was associated with important events (Criterion 
A) or people (Criterion B) in the history of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, or the United States.  While the 
houses within the neighborhood retain their overall size, massing, and roof form; most of the 
structures have had alterations including addition, synthetic siding of some type and many vinyl 
replacement windows.” 

 
If eligible, which criteria is met: 

 Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A) 
 Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B) 
 Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C) 
 Archaeologically significant (Criteria D) 

 

Other Action by City: Yes   No   N/A   

Explanation (if necessary):   

Recommendation: Not place a hold. 

 
Rationale: Staff recommends not placing a hold on the demolition application since surveys have 
not indicated its historical significance. 

 

https://cedarrapids.iowaassessors.com/parcel.php?parcel=141422900900000


Return application to:
demo@cedar-rapids.org

City of Cedar Rapids
Building Services Department

500 15th Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Main Phone: (319) 286-5831  Fax: (319) 286-5830

DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATION
**Permit is valid for 30 days from date of issue**

Address of Demolition: Approximate Age of 
Structure/Year Built: 

GPN: Reason: (optional) Future Plans: (optional)

Property Owner’s Name: Phone:

Property Owner’s Address: City   /   State   /   Zip Code

Property Owner’s Email:

Contractor’s Name: Phone:

Contractor’s Address: City /   State   /   Zip Code

Contractor’s Email:

Type of Building: [ ] Single Family  [  ] Multi Family # Units [ ] Commercial [ ] Accessory Building 
Size of Building:  Dimensions are: Number of Stories: Height:
Building has Basement:  [ ]  Yes  [  ]  No If Yes, What Dimensions:
Any other structure on the parcel?  [    ] Yes   [    ] No   If Yes, describe:

DISPOSAL OF DEMOLITION MATERIALS
[    ] City of Cedar Rapids Landfill [ ] Private Landfill – Contact: Phone #:

Address:     
It is the Responsibility of the Permit Holder to adhere to all local, state and federal regulations regarding 

proper inspections and removal of asbestos prior to any demolition.
UTILITIES INFORMATION

All utilities shall be abandoned in accordance with City requirements and verified and/or inspected 
before Demolition Permit is issued and demolition begins.

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and affirm the above information as true and 
correct and also agree to comply with the provisions of the City of Cedar Rapids Codes and any other 
applicable Federal & State laws concerning the demolition process and/or disposal of demolition debris.  I also 
certify that I am authorized to demolish this building as owner or agent of the owner and agree to assume 
complete responsibility for any liability arising from demolition of the above building.  I also agree that no 
burning or burying of materials shall be done within the Corporate City Limits of Cedar Rapids.
APPLICANT SIGNATURE (Please print legibly): DATE:

CONTRACTOR SIGNATURE (Please print legibly): DATE:

PLEASE PROVIDE SIGNATURES FOR EACH FIELD BELOW
**UTILITIES DISCONNECTION INFORMATION & APPROVALS**

Water: Alliant Energy:
Sewer: Mid-American Energy:
HPC: MediaCom:
Zoning: CenturyLink:
BSD:

Permit Number:

114 27th St Dr SE 1923

14142-29009-00000 N/A N/A

Hawkeye Dental Rental Inc 319-364-5561

2701 1st Ave SE Cedar Rapids/ Iowa/ 52402

gordonddss@aol.com

Schrader Excavating and Grading Company 319-845-3061

300 Hwy 151 East Walford/ Iowa/ 52351

a.roeder@schradergrp.com

✔

40x24 1 15
✔ 40x24

✔

✔
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Historic Preservation Commission Agenda Item Cover Sheet 
 

Meeting Date: September 8, 2022 

 

Property Location:  1852 Ellis Boulevard NW 

Property Owner/Representative:  City of Cedar Rapids 

Demolition Contact: DW Zinser Co 

Year Built: 1900 

Description of Agenda Item:    Demolition Application    COA    Other 

 

Background and Previous HPC Action: The City Assessor considers the garage to be in Above 
Normal condition.  
 
 

City Assessor Information on the parcel:  
https://cedarrapids.iowaassessors.com/parcel.php?parcel=141745202200000 

  

Historic Eligibility Status:   Eligible   Not Eligible   Unknown   N/A   

Explanation (if necessary):  
The property was included in the 2009 Architectural Reconnaissance Survey for Beverly Hill 
Additions to Cedar Rapids and is noted as not eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places nor contributing to a potential future district.   

 
If eligible, which criteria is met: 

 Associated with significant historical events (Criteria A) 
 Associated with significant lives of person (Criteria B) 
 Signifies distinctive architectural character/era (Criteria C) 
 Archaeologically significant (Criteria D) 

 

Other Action by City: Yes   No   N/A   

Explanation (if necessary):   

Recommendation: Not place a hold. 

 
Rationale: Staff recommends not placing a hold on the demolition application since surveys have 
not indicated its historical significance. 

 

https://cedarrapids.iowaassessors.com/parcel.php?parcel=141745202200000
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